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ABSTRACT:
The term ‘Honor killing” refers to the killing of a man or woman because of their claimed
involvement in immoral behavior. The pretext is that the deed has caused shame to the family's
honor and reputation. Honor murders have roots that can be found in all major religions and
societies. Instead, such actions are frequently portrayed as being religious and are better justified
by comprehending social and cultural constructs. These acts are best understood in light of the
gender-power dynamics and related ideologies that prevail in traditional and conservative
cultures. These cultures stand out for their ignorance, lack of access to necessities, illiteracy,
social traditions, non-existence of the rule of law and economic backwardness. The offenders
give love marriages, extramarital affairs, and alleged drug use as their justifications. So, it is
important to know what guidance we get from Islamic teachings. In this article, it will be
explored that how had such cases been dealt by the Holy Prophet (¥) and afterwards by his
companions.
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1. Introduction:

The series of killings in the name of honor is very old. But in modern times its rate has increased
to an alarming extent due to the extremist attitudes that have developed in our society due to
several reasons. Some such news are reported in newspapers and other media on a daily basis.
Here we will first clarify its meaning in view of the interest of the public so that the reader of
every level can get the benefit from it.

When someone ends the life of a man and a woman and claims that he has committed this
murder because the deceased man and woman committed sexual activity, then this murder is not
considered a common murder, but is called an ‘honor killing’.®

It is equivalent to fornication or adultery, for which different words are used in different regions.

For example, in Baluchistan, it is called Siyah Kari, which means wickedness, sinner, criminal.
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In Sindh it is known as Karo Kart, in Punjab it is known as Kala Kali and in the KPK as Tor
toura. These terms, with black connotations, reflect the social stigma attached to adultery and
those who commit it.”
However, the above terms are applied to a man or woman when they are found guilty of adultery
or suspected of adultery. Later, under the same terminology, when they are Killed as a
punishment, it is not just a murder but called honor killing. The concept of honor in Pakistani
society has taken such a terrible shape that those who kill in the name of honor, they consider
themselves at right in every respect.

2. Literature Review
Honor killing has been discussed mostly in newspapers columns and on TV channels debates.
Some international research journals have also published scholarly articles on different aspects of
the said topic. Talking about the work on this topic about/in Pakistan, some notable research
work is observed. As Wasti and Niaz say that Prior to partition, Pakistani culture adopted the practice of
honor killing from subcontinent India.”>
In their article, Koteweg and Yurdakul describe how Pakistani society adopted some customs
and values from its pre-Islamic society. °
Pakistani research journal ‘Al-Tafsir’ published an article on ‘Qatl-e-Ghairat aur Islami
Talimat: Faisalabad Division kay Tandzur mein’ in which, its writers; Dr. Shazia Ramzan and
Dr. Ghulam Haider presented an analysis report of honor killing in the years 20016-2018. They
presented the facts and figures of honor killing cases had taken place in Faisalabad Division.’
After observing the research work on honor Killing, it is felt that it is necessary to fill the gap of
lack of clear guidance on context of the Islamic Sharia.

3. Honor and the Islamic Perspective
Honor is a requirement of faith. And Allah loves honor. The guidance of the Prophet is:
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(There is an honor that Allah likes and there is an honor that Allah hates. Then the

honor that Allah likes is the honor of adultery. And the honor that Allah dislikes is

the honor of non-adultery.)
This hadith shows that there are two types of honor: one is natural honor and the other is
unnatural, which is done unnecessarily and slanders the pious. Such honor destroys homes and
destroys peace. On the authority of Hazrat Abu Hurairah, the Messenger of Allah, peace and
blessings be upon him, said:
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“Allah is proud and He is proud when a believer commits something forbidden.”

It was narrated from Hazrat Asma RA that | heard the Prophet % saying:
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“There is none more honorable than Allah.”
4. Honor Killing and the Islamic Perspective
Unmarried intercourse of a man with a woman or of a woman with a man is adultery. The Qur'an

forbids both men and women from committing adultery. Therefore, Allah says:
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“And don't even go to adultery because it is immoral and a bad way.”

In the Qur'an and Hadith, adultery is not only described as immoral and bad, but severe
punishments have been prescribed by entering it into the limits. Sharia orders on the one hand
that if someone commits adultery and his guilt is proven by evidence, then he should be punished
severely which is not given for any other crime and on the other hand it decides that the person
who accuses someone of adultery should be punished. Either he should prove his accusation with
testimonies or else he should be severely punished so that he never dares to utter such a thing
from his tongue without proof. But, in our society, a man and a woman are killed by being
accused of mere acts of unconfirmed testimony, it is argued that this behavior is part of ritual and
customs, and by adopting this behavior, the involved people not only go out of Islamic limits.
But also they violate human rights. While the religion of Islam teaches peace and harmony,
killing a Muslim person unjustly in Islam is a great and great crime. Allah Ta'ala says:
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“And whoever Kkills a believer on purpose, his punishment is Hell, in which he
will remain forever, Allah's wrath is upon him, and Allah has cursed him, and has
prepared for him a great punishment.”

Abdullah bin Umar, may God be pleased with him, that the Messenger of God, may God bless

him and grant him peace, said:
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“The believer is in the extent of his religion as long as he does not shed anyone's
forbidden and unjust blood.”
Then the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) explained the reasons due to
which someone's blood is permissible, saying:
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“Whoever testifies that there is no God but Allah, and | am the Messenger of
Allah, the shedding of the blood of a Muslim is not permissible, except for three
things: either he is a married adulterer, and murder for murder, and a person who
abandons the religion and separates from the congregation.”
The adultery of a married person is a reason for which killing him is permissible, but he cannot
be killed unless two conditions are met:
The first condition is that he must be ‘Mohsan’ means, married. Thsan has five conditions:
Wise, an adult, free of slavery, married, Intercourse.'®
Second condition is that the limit should be proved by the testimony of four witnesses and they
should testify to seeing the private part in the private part. And covering up the perpetrator of
such a crime so that he repents before death is better than humiliating him and revealing his fault.
When Ma'iz Aslami confessed to adultery in front of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him), he
disapproved of it and left him. Even when Ma'iz Aslami came forward and confessed several
times, then the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) imposed the limit on

him.

3 Bukhari, Al-Jami Al-Sahih, Hadith: 6862, p.1183
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On this ground, what people call honor killing is an excess and cruelty, because in it, the woman
is also being killed who did not deserve to be killed. It is given although the Sharia punishment;
one hundred lashes and one year of exile, not that the punishment is death. The Prophet % said:
"When a virgin commits adultery with a virgin, there is one hundred lashes and one year of
exile."*0
Therefore, whoever Kills a virgin has killed a believer's soul, whose killing has been forbidden by
Allah. In this regard, there has also been a strict admonih, because in Surah al-Furgan, Allah's

commandment is:
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“And those who do not make anyone else a deity with Allah, and do not kill a
person whom Allah has forbidden to kill, except for the truth, and they do not
commit adultery. And whoever does this Indeed, he will bring upon himself a
severe punishment. He will be punished twice on the Day of Resurrection, and he
will remain in it forever with humiliation.”
5. Status of Honor Killing in Islamic History
Here, an analytic study of honor killing in Islamic History will be discussed era wise;
5.1.Era of the Messenger of Allah £:

When the rulings were revealed, Sa’d bin Ubadah Ansari said, "O Messenger of Allah, if a man
sees his wife in adultery, should he find four witnesses?" That is, in such a situation, how does a
man's honor take care of giving respite to busy man and wife even for a while, The Messenger of
Allah (£) said:
18 i R

“Are you surprised by Saad's pride, by God! I am more Jealous than him and

Allah is more jealous than me.”
In this hadith, the words of Muslim are:
Hazrat Saad asked the Messenger of Allah, may God bless him and grant him peace, that I
should give enough time to the person who is busy with his wife that I should. Shall I find and

bring a witness? He (peace be upon him) said: "Yes, you will have to find and bring him.”*°

16, Muslim bin Hujja, Al-Jami Al-Sahih, Riyadh, Darussalam Li Al-Nashr wa Al-Touzih, 2" ed.1999, Hadith: 4416, p. 749
7. Al-Furqan, 25: 68-69
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Exploring the Status of Honor Killing in Islam 6

Hazrat Sa'd asked for permission to kill this man if | saw such a case with my wife? He said:
‘No’ means you do not have permission to do this.*

Hilal bin Umayyah saw his wife engaged with a non-man, so he came and told the Messenger of
Allah, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, and the Messenger of Allah, peace and
blessings

of Allah be upon him, put a ‘li‘an’ between them.?

5.2. Era of the Companions of Prophet Muhammad £:

It is narrated from Hasan Basri that a man found a man engaged with his wife and killed him.
The heirs of the deceased took this matter to Hazrat Uthman bin Affan RA. He declared this
blood to be in vain.?

It is narrated from Hazrat Ali that in the country of Syria, a man named Ibn-e-Khubiri saw a man
with his wife and took the opportunity to kill him. Then he came to the service of Hazrat
Muawiya. He felt difficulty in his decision. So he wrote to Hazrat Abu Musa to ask Hazrat Ali to
make this decision. Hazrat Ali said that this incident did not happen on my land, so tell me the
details of it. So on knowing the details, he said:

“If the murderer does not bring four witnesses, he will be fully punished."#
Such events prove that upon receiving the evidence, the Holy Prophet (PBUH) and the
Companions of the Prophet (PBUH) made a decision that the blood of the deceased was declared
useless and that no punishment was imposed on the murderer. But he also imposed punishment
on the basis of lack of evide
5.3.Discussion of the Jurists:

According to the jurists, if a person sees someone involved with his wife in the house, he can Kill
him righteously.**

Some important statements of the jurists are given below:

e Allama Badr-ud-Din Aini writes:

9 Muslim, Al-Jami Al-Sahih, Hadith: 3763, p.651
20 :pa:
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2! Bukhari, Al-Jami Al-Sahih, Hadith: 5307, p.948
22 Ibn Hazm, Ali Ahmad, Kita Al-Aqrar, Beirut, Dar Al-Afaq Al-Jadidah, 252/8
2 Abdu r Razzaq Al-San’ani, Al-Musannaf, Beirut, Al-Maktab Al-Islami, 1403AH, Hadith: 17913, 433/9
2 Muslim, Al-Jami Al-Sahih, Hadith: 177, p.42
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“The scholars differed about the person who killed someone on the assumption
that he had wronged his wife, then the most of the scholars said that he should not
be killed, but that gisas is obligatory on him. So that he establishes a witness on it
or the heirs of the deceased know it. And let four righteous witnesses testify about
it that he was committing adultery and the deceased was married and the matter is

between him and Allah, if he is true. If so, there is no blame on him.”

From this text, it is known that the murderer has the authority if the woman involved is his wife.

Also, the testimony of four men. Moreover, the victim is Muhsin. If he is not mohsin, the case

will be different.

Abdullah bin Mahmud writes the narrative of Hindwani about such a problem, in his
book
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“Hindwani was asked whether a man could kill a woman if he saw her engaging
with a stranger? Hindwani said that if he believed that the engaged person would
run away by making noise or lightly hitting him, he would do so. Killing is not
permissible, if this is not believed, then he can kill. If the woman agrees to this

act, then he can kill the woman as well.”

Here we find the scholar agreeing the opinion of the former, to an extent.

A renowned expert, Umar Amin, mostly called ‘Ibn-e-4bidin’ writes:
27 - . . n
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“If anyone sees a person engaging in wrongdoing with his wife or with his
Mahram woman while they are doing this act, then he should kill both of them.”

Moreover, he writes:

_Al-Aini, Badr ud Din, Umdah Al-Qari Sharah Saht Bukhari, Damascus, Idarah Al-Taba’ah Al-Muniriyah, 75/19
% Abdullah bin Ahmad bin Mahmid, Al-Bahr AL-Ra’iq Sharah Kanzu d Daq’ig, Beirut, Dar Al-Kutub Al-
Islamiyah, 45/5
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“This punishment shall be in the case of murder if a person sees a person with a
stranger woman while she is not Aalal for him. If he knows that the person will not
stop his activity by shouting or striking with weapons, then the Kkilling is
permissible, otherwise not, and if in such a case, if the woman is also involved in
sexual intercourse, then he can kill both of them. If seen distracted, can absolutely
kill.”
Anxiety is found in these expressions. In some passages, it is ordered to drive away the engaged
person by shouting and beating before killing, and in some, killing is absolutely permitted. This

distinction was not recognized by Allama Rafi, who writes:

The words of ‘@l xs Lass doy - show that the topic of discussion is the illicit

state of the woman and the man i.e. being found in adultery or adultery, and not

only their state of adultery."®

This shows that the condition of distraction is because the jurists have said 4> .». As if the state

of intuition is necessary. Also because this change is negation and it can only happen during
negation and not later.

Now the question arises that establishing the limit (hadd) is only the work of the government, so
in such a situation, the thing to watch, is that, whether the killer is not violating the law? While
the experts say that this is not a limit but a tazir and the husband, master and ordinary people can

also establish the tazir, as is stated:
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“Tazir can be established by husband, master and any Muslim who sees someone
suffering from sin.”

5.4.Importance of Evidence in Punishment of Honor Killing

28 1o
. ibid
#_ Al-Raf’i, Abdul Qadir, Taqrirat Al-Raf’iAla Hashiyah Ibn Abidin, Egypt, Maktabah Al-Kubra Al-Ameeriyah,
1323AH, 45/2
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In Islam, it is not allowed to violate the law by anyone. Sometimes such situations occur that
people act against the law. But there was an incident during the time of the Prophet (2) and there
were also incidents during the time of the Companions that the criminal was not punished, but
the blood of the victim was declared in vain. Such an incident caused the war with Banii Qainqa,
as stated by an author of a Sirah book:

"A Jew in the market of Bana Qainga tied a Muslim woman's cloth in his shop so
that when she got up, her clothes would be exposed. So that's what happened. The
woman called the Muslims to take revenge. A Muslim youth killed the Jew out of
pride, which resulted in the Jews falling and they also killed the Muslim youth. As
a result of this incident, war broke out between the Muslims and the Jews.”"
Ibn Hazm says that | asked Atta what is his opinion about a man who finds a person involved

with his wife, then kills him. Will the murder of the victim go in vain? So Atta said:
“In the case when the evidence will be found, otherwise not."

5.4.1. Evidence of witnesses
1. A person saw a man coming out of a house. It has been answered in the fatwa that these
superstitions are not valid in the Sharia. In such a case, four witnesses must be present for the
wrongdoing, otherwise adultery will not be proved.®
2. A woman confessed to her husband that she had committed adultery. Her husband poisoned
her and Killed her. The fatwa was issued that the husband made a mistake, he will be impeached
in the end because everyone cannot impose the limits.>*

5.5.0pinions of Different Scholars:
Among the members of the Islamic Ideological Council, the following scholars express their
opinion about honor killing;

5.5.1. Maulana Hasan Jan:

According to my opinion and understanding, this kind of Killing is absolutely not permissible
from the point of view of intellect, morals and holy Sharia, and neither should a fatwa be given
to justify this kind of killing.®

5.5.2. Dr. Sarfaraz Na’imr:

Dr. Sarfraz Naimi writes in his report submitted to Islamic Ideology Council,

$1 Zuhlan bin Zaini, Ahmad, Al-Seerah Al-Nabawiyyah, Beirut, Dar Al-Fikr, 1421AH, 12/2

%2 Abdu r Razzaq Al-San’ani, Al-Musannaf, Hadith: 17915, 433/9

. Muhammad Zafir ud Din, Moulana, Fatawa Dar Al-Ulim Deoband, Multan, Maktabah Imdadiyah, 1400AH, 188/12
. Muhammad Zafir ud Din, Fatawa Dar Al-Ulim Deoband, 197,198/12

. Muhammad Hassan Jan, Moulana, Ghairat kay Nam par Qatl, Annual Report Islamic Ideology Council 1999-2000, p.212
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“In my opinion, no one is allowed to take the law into their hands.”*

6. Conclusion
After studying the above arguments and points of views of important experts and scholars, we
are right to draw the conclusion of this whole discussion that even if the crime is proved, it is not
permissible for a person to impose a limit on him automatically, but for him. It is obligatory to
refer to the ruler or his deputy, whether he is the deputy to complete the affairs or to enforce the
limit, because if one of the subjects applies the limit by himself, it will lead to disorder and
disorder, and everyone will rise up. He will continue to Kkill others. And besides, people will use
him to fulfill long-standing enmities, mischief and defame the holy Sharia. This is the point of
view of the advanced jurists that such a killing is permissible in any case, but nowadays, when
there is an era of temptations, one should be very careful in this regard, as Dr. Na’imi is of the

opinion that issuing such a fatwa in this situation, should also be avoided.

% Dr. Sarfraz Naimi, Zani ko az khud Qatl karnay ka Hukm, Annual Report Islamic Ideology Council 1999-2000,
p.230



